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“Dying is easy,” the great actor Edmund Kean said on his death-bed.  “”Comedy is hard.”

The Possum Point Playhouse is serving up a fluffy meringue from the prolific
Alan Ayckbourn, the Brits’ answer to Neil Simon.  Enormously popular on both sides of the pond, most of Ayckbourn’s 70 plays are comedies and farces.

“Bedroom Farce” is early Ayckbourn.
The action cuts back and forth from one plotline to the next, playing out in 
three bedrooms on the stage.  The stage-center bed belongs to Ernest and Delia, a middle-aged couple who enjoy eating pilchards on warm toast in bed.  Stage left, there’s a bedroom that belongs to Nick, laid up with a splintered back,  and his wife, Jan; The third bedroom belongs to Malcolm and Kate who love to tease one another by hiding shoes, pots, pans and the like  between the sheets.
Malcolm and Katie are throwing a party, short-lived it turns out, after Trevor (Jan’s former husband) and his new wife (Ernest and Delia’s daughter-in-law) get into a slugfest that send all the other guests hurriedly fetching their coats, which have been thrown on the bed where Katie is hiding, naked.
You get the idea. 

Madcap farce—and had it been directed at a madcap pace, it would have been even more enjoyable than it was.  Nick Pack and Liz Roe come closest to the rapid-fire antics Ayckbourn has called for, with the estimable Dick Rosse not far behind. But the pace begins to relax midway through Act II—perhaps the playwright’s problem as well as the production’s co-directors. Comedy after all, to paraphrase Kean, is no stroll through the park, and the old guy’s dying words are especially true of farce.
Phil Staley has done a fine job designing the three bedrooms, and whoever was responsible for Trevor’s sleepwear in Act II deserves special praise.  Was it Marsha Shull or was it actor Don Megee himself?
Comedy is hard – but it can also be great fun, as the Possum Point players proved. At the last Sunday matinee of the run, a nearly-full house seemed to enjoy themselves enormously
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